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built in Maywood, where Mrs. Shaughnessy
has served since its opening. She has pro-
gressed from a Circuit Court Clerk to Super-
visor of Clerks for the felony division. Many
lawyers and judges credit Mrs. Shaughnessy
for their knowledge of how the court system
functions.

Mrs. Shaughnessy became acquainted with
Tom Shaughnessy, mayor of the city of Ber-
wyn, and they were married on June 21, 1947.
They have two children, Tom Jr. (Mark) and
Patte (Kathy) Kennedy, as well as grand-
children Bryan, Kelly, Courtney, Danny, Ash-
ley, Leigha and Jack.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mrs. Shaughnessy for
her years of dedicated service and extend to
her my best wishes in the future.
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IRAN’S LATEST TERRORIST
ACTION

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 9, 1999

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, over the past
month, we have been reading with increasing
concern, reports of terrorist attacks by the
mullahs’ regime against the forces of the Ira-
nian opposition outside Iran. Today, I regret to
say that there has been another attack. This
time, the target was a city bus carrying mem-
bers of the Mojahedin in Baghdad. Six of the
freedom fighters were killed, and 21 more are
in the hospital with serious injuries. Another
city bus carrying Iraqi citizens was also heavily
damaged and a number of its passengers in-
jured in the blast, which left a 6 ft. by 9 ft. cra-
ter.

This car bombing is but the latest in a series
of two dozen terrorist attacks against the
Mojahedin since Mohammad Khatami was
elected president two years ago. That is a
startling increase over the numbers racked up
by his predecessors. Clearly, such statistics
contradict all the talk we have heard about
Khatami being a ‘‘moderate’’ who will do
things differently. Terrorism is on the rise out-
side Iran, members of religious minorities and
dissidents are being arrested and even exe-
cuted inside Iran, and terrorist groups violently
opposing the Middle East peace process are
receiving more funds, more training and more
support from the Khatami government.

International silence in response to
Hkatami’s flagrant violations of international
law and human rights only emboldens his re-
gime. The bomb blast today was the fifth such
terrorist strike against the Mojahedin on Iraqi
soil in the past month. Against the backdrop of
Khatami’s open support of regional terrorists,
and the wave of disappearances and assas-
sinations targeting dissidents and minorities in
Iran, it hardly paints a picture of moderation.
Obviously, goodwill gestures, trade conces-
sions, and apologies have not succeeded in
modifying the government’s behavior. It is time
for our State Department to change its tune, to
adopt a decisive Iran policy which insists that
the mullahs be held accountable for their
deeds, and to strongly condemn the terrorist
attacks launched by Tehran.

LEGISLATION TO REPEAL PER-
SONAL HOLDING COMPANY TAX
PROVISIONS
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing legislation to repeal the personal hold-
ing company tax provisions of the Internal
Revenue Code. I am introducing this legisla-
tion because the circumstances that gave rise
to the enactment of those provisions no longer
exist. Some have referred to those provisions
as ‘‘a crusade without a cause.’’ Now those
provisions are largely a complex trap into
which unwary corporations may fall.

The personal holding company tax provi-
sions were enacted in 1934 when the max-
imum individual income tax rate was substan-
tially higher than the maximum corporate tax
rate and when corporations could be liq-
uidated on a tax-free basis. Those cir-
cumstances created a potential for abuse, and
the personal holding company tax provisions
were an appropriate response to that abuse.
Neither of the circumstances that gave rise to
the enactment of these provisions is true
today.

Mr. Speaker, I am confident that we will
continue to have an income tax system in this
country. The failure of the Republican con-
trolled Congress to develop an alternative tax
system proposal is ample evidence of the un-
realistic nature of the Republican rhetoric on
this issue. Therefore, we should attempt to im-
prove and reduce the complexity of the in-
come tax system whenever possible. I am
very pleased that Reps. COYNE and NEAL
have introduced significant simplification pro-
posals. The bill that I am introducing today is
another in a series of tax simplification pro-
posals introduced by the Democratic Members
of the Committee on Ways and Means. I hope
it and other simplification measures can be
enacted quickly.
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HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE AND
MATH EDUCATION AND TEACHER
PROGRAMS
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Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate and celebrate the achievements of
the 24-high school students of the United
States Physics Team.

This is a wonderful opportunity to extol the
best in American education which these stu-
dents represent. They inspire us as they learn
to ask the questions of science to explore, in-
vestigate, and discover. Let us keep these stu-
dents and their accomplishments in mind as
was we discuss the future of American edu-
cation in the coming months.

I am proud to be the Representative of one
of the members of the team—Katherine Scott
from Belle Mead, NJ. Katherine already holds
her own patent and helped her Science Bowl
team from Montgomery High School perform

well in the National Science Bowl competition
in April. She plans to study aerospace engi-
neering and hopes to work for NASA some-
day. I am proud to know that Katherine rep-
resents the future face of science.

I hope that my colleagues in the House will
join me in extending our congratulations to the
United States Physics Team and wish them
well as they travel and compete in the Inter-
national Physics Olympiad this summer.

On this day as we celebrate the scientific
achievements of our students, I would like to
direct the attention of my colleagues to a
statement endorsed by national science, math,
and education societies.

STATEMENT TO CONGRESS FROM THE UNDER-
SIGNED SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES REPRESENTING
MORE THAN HALF A MILLION PEOPLE

This year, when Congress considers the fu-
ture of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act, the undersigned societies wish to
emphasize the following: science and engi-
neering drive our economy, extend our lives,
ensure our security, and preserve our envi-
ronment. Congress can help secure our na-
tion’s future by investing today in tomor-
row’s scientists, engineering and mathemati-
cians. A key component of this investment is
the continued federal support of our nation’s
science and math educators. We urge Con-
gress to continue to support program which
benefit K–12 science and math education,
particularly professional development pro-
grams for teachers.

The American Associaiton of Physics
Teachers, the American Institute of
Physics, the American Astronomical
Society, the National Science Teachers
Association, the American Geological
Institute, the American Chemical Soci-
ety, the National Association of Geo-
science Teachers, the National Council
of Teachers of Mathematics.
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Wednesday, June 9, 1999

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
celebrate the one-hundredth anniversary of
Wheeler County, Oregon. Wheeler County
was formed by the Oregon Legislature in 1899
from parts of Grant, Gilliam, and Wasco Coun-
ties. Grant and Gilliam Counties had been
carved earlier from the great Wasco County,
which had a vast geographic range extending
from the Cascades to the Rocky Mountains.

The Centennial Celebration, taking place
over three weekends this year, honors the
people and places of this very special county,
one of the smallest in Oregon. Wheeler Coun-
ty was named for Henry H. Wheeler, who op-
erated the first mail stage line from what is
now The Dalles to the gold fields of Canyon
City, Oregon. Wheeler survived gunshot by
outlaws and his racing stagecoach endured
experiences straight out of the Wild West. The
new county consisted of 1,656 square miles
and it is as uneven and rugged as any Oregon
county.

Located 60 miles from the Columbia River,
Wheeler County’s land varies from high tim-
bered mountains to deep river canyons. The
county is sparsely populated with less than
one person per square mile. Official state and
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federal designations by some agencies still list
the county to this day as ‘‘frontier.’’

The John Day River winds through the en-
tire county, taking in stretches of up to 70
miles between public roads. The John Day is
the longest free-flowing river in the continental
United States, and the only Pacific Northwest
river to continue to have only indigenous salm-
on. The river winds past spectacular rock pali-
sades, miles-long cattle ranches and a remote
countryside largely untouched by time.

Mr. Speaker, over the past 100 years,
Wheeler County’s economic base has been
and continues to be agriculture. At the turn of
this century, great herds of sheep covered the
hillsides. Their wool was shipped worldwide
from Shaniko, a bustling railway shipping port
earlier this century, located just 40 miles
away. Over this century, sheep eventually
gave way to cattle, and some of the West’s
most prestigious cattle ranches exist here,
most notably those from secluded Twicken-
ham Valley in the heart of the county.

Timber has also been a mainstay of the
county over the past century. Towering pon-
derosa pines have provided livelihoods for all
aspects of the timber industry, especially from
the 1920s to the 1970s. The pungent scents
of pine, spruce and juniper are the very es-
sence of the county, bringing memories of
home to those who are away.

Portions of the Umatilla and Ochoco Na-
tional Forests lie within Wheeler County, and
they along with Bureau of Land Management

lands, encompass nearly one third of the
county. Wheeler County, however, is best
known for its remarkable depositories of pre-
historic rock fossils—the largest such deposits
on the North American continent and the only
place on this planet where 53 million years of
fossilized history is visible to the eye in layer
upon layer of rock strata. Scientists come from
all over the world to study these fossils, which
include prehistoric creatures such as miniature
horses, saber-toothed tigers and long extinct
bear-dogs.

The John Day Fossil Beds National Monu-
ment has three units located in Wheeler Coun-
ty. The Clarno unit features rock palisades
and hiking trails among its petrified mudslides.
The main unit at Sheep Rock Mountain fea-
tures a visitors center showing the many fos-
silized creatures and plants found in the re-
gion. The Painted Hills are a colorful badlands
of softly sculpted mountains ringed in gold,
red, pink, green and blue.

The picturesque town of Fossil is the county
seat. Its courthouse is one of only two original
courthouses in Oregon that is still operating.
Its artifacts are intact and the juryroom is still
home to a pot-bellied iron stove. Fossil has
the only free fossil-digging beds in North
America, and delicate ferns, leaves and seeds
embedded in rock literally lay on the ground
for picking up.

Mr. Speaker, no description of Wheeler
County is complete without mention of the
people. Crime is nearly non-existent in Wheel-

er County’s small communities. Children walk
to school safely and learn in classrooms
where less than a dozen students work one-
on-one with teachers. This is the kind of place
where everyone knows everyone, newcomers
are made welcome, and the news of what you
did on any day gets home before you do.

Many of the county’s residents are direct
descendants of homesteading families here
and some of the original ranches are now op-
erated by fourth generations. Some recall
grandparents who came across the Oregon
Trail. Hardworking ranchers, loggers, timber
truck drivers and businesspersons, the people
of Wheeler County attest to a century of
steadfast determination and self-reliance in a
rugged part of Oregon.

Today’s local leaders look to tourism, light
industry and telecommunications as the keys
to a bright economic future. The people of
Wheeler County have a past to be proud of,
and a future that continues to unfold opportu-
nities. The pull of the future is only as good as
the past that empowers it, and in Wheeler
County a fine and solid history lays a well-lit
path for the future.

In closing Mr. Speaker, Wheeler County em-
bodies the traditions and the character of the
west as much as any county I represent and
I am proud to be able to serve all the citizens
of Wheeler County and the entire Second
Congressional District in the House of Rep-
resentatives. Happy 100th birthday Wheeler
County.
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